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IN TillS ISSUE
Having been accustomed for so long to associate restrictions on religious freedom within
the Soviet Union, it has proved too easy to assume that the rather liberal Law on Freedom of
Religious Confession passed by the Russian Federation in October

1990 fixed the problem and

one can turn to other things. There are growing anxieties of several kinds that deserve careful
attention. On the one hand is the issue of the desired social, cultural and political role of Russian
Orthodoxy, possibly even which Orthodoxy, when one observes the diversity of voices and
structures speaking for it. On another is a concern about mission in a decidedly secular society
versus the problem of proselytism. Still another related issue is the apparent negative reaction to
the experience of freedom when that freedom becomes chaotic. Observers have pointed to
numerous efforts at imposing new legal restrictions in the Russian provinces, in particular
restricting religious freedom and have also observed the return to influence of former state
apparatchiki for the religious sphere. The previous issue already provided one review of the legal
issues.
In this issue we offer three different voices and three different approaches to this theme,
in this case all of them are Russian Orthodox. Tatiana Volguina's very critical commentary on the
Western missions was one of the papers presented at University's Center for the Study of Human
Rights, when she was a PEW fellow. Father Georgi Chistyakov in his essay of October

1996 seeks

to identify the causes for the anger against Western influence and the missionaries, warning
against a fusion of paganism with cultural Orthodoxy and urging a more differentiated assessment
of how Russia is both part of the West and also unique. Yakov Krotov's essay provides the kind
of historic overview with background that enables even the careful observer of current events to
step back and notice the patterns. Part I covers the dramatic effort between
curtail freedom of conscience by revising the

1992 and 1993 to

1990 law, but this failed in conjunction with the

political/military defeat of those associated with Khasbulatov and Rutskoi. Part II will detail the
second round of efforts for a revised law blocked in the end by President Yeltsin. Hopefully this
is only the beginning of ongoing considered discussion as more voices are heard and additional
perspectives add understanding.

i

Also included is an extended report on a remarkable seminar held in the summer of

1996

that provides numerous insights into the possibilities and problems of religious communities
contributing to the elusive social peace of East and Central European society.
This issue was prepared by Walter Sawatsky, as co-editor, in an effort to ease the work
load for REE's longtime editor Paul Mojzes a bit.

Walter's extensive experience and study of

religious developments in the former USSR and parts of Eastern Europe will be a most welcome
undergirding of this publication's ability to provide dependable and thoughtfulanalyses in this
rapidly changing part of the world.

We congratulate Paul in his new role (since July

1996)

as

Academic Dean of Rosemont CoJlege and are grateful that he will continue to exercise his unique
qualities on behalf of the REE readership.
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